
Music at 
CPS

Curriculum, Progression, Assessment, 
Performance

What do children learn and how do 
they learn it?



Our Curriculum

● Bespoke, unique to our school and tailored to our 
pupils, resources and setting.

● Based heavily on DfE (non-statutory) best practice 
guidelines and current pedagogical research in 
Primary Music Education.

● Interactive and participatory - singing and/or playing 
instruments will take place in almost every lesson.

● Progressive, so that children build on their knowledge 
and skills as they move through the school.

● Consistent in format and delivery through the use of 
a Specialist Music Teacher. 



DfE Recommendations

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-edu
cation-information-for-parents-and-young-people/what-t
he-national-plan-for-music-education-means-for-children
-and-young-people January 2023

The Four Key Skills:

● Listening & 
Analysis

● Performance

● Notation and 
Recording

● Composing and 
Improvising

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people/what-the-national-plan-for-music-education-means-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people/what-the-national-plan-for-music-education-means-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people/what-the-national-plan-for-music-education-means-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people/what-the-national-plan-for-music-education-means-for-children-and-young-people


Research Recommendations

Fautley & Daubney (2017)
Jones & Robson (2008)
Mills (1991)

The Four Key Skills:

● Listening & 
Analysis

● Performance

● Notation and 
Recording

● Composing and 
Improvising

Music should be learned through participation, interaction 
and experimentation: playing instruments, singing and 
improvising.

Everyone can achieve in Music: you do not need to be 
‘talented’ and it is a misconception that  innate ‘talent’ plays 
any critical role. Exposure and opportunity are key.

Music supports recall, understanding, engagement and 
enjoyment across the entire curriculum. Counting, rhythm 
and language play key roles in the performing arts.

Progress in academic learning is enhanced by playing a 
musical instrument and taking part in ensembles.

Atkinson (2018)
Burnard et al (2013)
Glover (1993)



Whole Class Instrumental 
Teaching (WCET)

The Four Key Skills:

● Listening & 
Analysis

● Performance

● Notation and 
Recording

● Composing and 
Improvising

‘At age 11 students receiving instrumental tuition had significantly 
higher scores in English, reading, writing and mathematics.’

(Baker, Hallam & Rogers, 2023)

Ukulele



Whole Class Instrumental 
Teaching (WCET)

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3



Year 4

Year 5

Year 6



Curriculum, Progression, Assessment, 
Performance

What do children learn and how do 
they learn it?

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 1
Handbells

Music Dimensions: 
Timbre and Pitch

Singing as a 
Choral Group

Music Dimensions: 
Tempo and 
Dynamics

Brazilian Samba Leitmotifs and 
Orchestral Stories

Blues and African- 
Spirituals

Year 2
Djembes

Music DImensions: 
Rhythm and Tempo

Canon and 
Round songs

Gamelan Indonesia Rock and Roll 
USA/Europe

Folk Songs Around 
the World

Orchestral 
Programme Music

Year 3
Recorders

Classical The 
Baroque Period

Choral Music: 
Unison

Classical: Opera Classical: 19th 
Century

Indian Classical 
Music

Funk & Disco

Year 4
Saxophones

WCET: Saxophone Choral Music: 
Medieval to 20th 
Century

Jazz USA/UK Caribbean Calypso Classical: The 
Romantic Period

Bhangra & Genre 
Mixing

Year 5 
Piano/
Glockenspiel

British Folk Songs Choral Works in 
2 and 3 part 
harmony

Gospel Music 
USA/UK

Film Music from 
Around the World

West African 
Drumming & 
Choral

Time Signatures: 
Duple/Triple/
Quadruple

Year 6
Ukulele & 
Mixed 
Ensemble

20th Century US 
Orchestral Music

Choral Works in 
3 and 4 part 
harmony

Contemporary 
Rhythmic 
Percussion

Sea Shanties: UK, 
Europe, Hawaii

Ukulele and mixed 
ukulele from 
around the world 

Musical Theatre

Performance: Genres of Music 



Curriculum, Progression, Assessment, 
Performance

What do children learn and how do 
they learn it?

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 1
Handbells

Villa-Lobos
Little Train of the 
Capira

Ghanaian Trad
Kye Kye Kule

Mozart:
Rondo alla 
Turca

Sergio Mendes:
Fanfarra (Cabua)

Holst:
Planets Suite

Ma Rainey:
Runaway Blues

Year 2
Djembes

Ravel:
Bolero

Beatles: Little 
Help from my 
Friends

Gong Kebyar:
Baris

Elvis Presley:
Hound Dog

Folk Songs Around 
the World

Anna Clyne: 
Night Ferry

Year 3
Recorders

Bach:
Jesu Joy of Man’s 
Desiring

Christmas 
Performance 
Repertoire

Bizet:
Carmen

Mussorgsky:
Pictures at an 
Exhibition

AR Rahman: Jai Ho 
Kishori Amonkar: 
Saleha Re

James Brown:
I Got You (I Feel 
Good)

Year 4
Saxophones

Bob Marley 
(Reggae)
One Love

Hildegaard von 
Bingen: O 
Euchari
John Rutter

Duke Ellington 
& Band: 
Take the A Train

Trinidad Steel Band: 
Tropical Bird

Beethoven:
5th Symphony

Bhujhangy Group
Bhabiye Akh Larr 
Gayee

Year 5 
Piano/
Glockenspiel

Vaughan Wiliams: 
English Folk Song 
Suite

Folk Songs: 
Coventry Carol
Fantasia

LCG Choir
Amazing Grace
Love Train

John WIlliams: 
Jurassic Park
ET

Babatunde Olatunji:
Jingoloba

Roar:
Katy Perry

Year 6 Ukulele 
& Mixed 
Ensemble

Dvorak: New World 
Symphony
Copland: Fanfare 

Britten:
This Little Babe

Anna Meredith:
Connect It

Sea Shanties: UK, 
Europe, Hawaii

Debussy: Clair de 
Lune
Orff: Carmina Burana

Musical Theatre:
Summer Production

Listening Analysis: Progression



Graphic 
Notation for 
Dimensions

Musical Notation: Progression

Stick Notation 
for Rhythm

Dot Notation for 
Rhythm



Musical Notation: Progression

Woodwind 
Notation

Labelled Staff

Staff Notation 
for Pitch & 

Rhythm



All Year Groups and Weekly 
Learning Objectives are 

available online

Detailed Musical Progression is available on the website

Each year group has half-termly themes which are 
broken down into weekly learning objectives.



Early Years Learning Goal 
(EYFS Framework): 

Expressive Arts

Music in the Early Years



Drama - use of voice, body, 
expression, gesture, stage 

position, drama strategies and 
Musical Theatre. 

Enrichment: Music and Drama



Singing and RE Assemblies 
weekly for KS1 and KS2, led 

by Y6 Music Champions 

Singing and Music 
Champions in Year 6



When to Hear Children Perform…

Christmas 
Whole School 
Performances

Enrichment 
Performances

Year 6 Summer 
Production

Christmas & 
Summer Fairs



Senior and Junior 
Choirs

3 Drama Clubs
Bucket Drumming

Join a club for many more performing opportunities!
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  



Piano Club, Band,
Claygate TV Journalists

Elite Pop Group

Join a club for many more performing opportunities!
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  



Recent Successes
● Awarded Music Mark status by Surrey Arts for our 

provision and commitment to delivering performing arts 
to pupils.

● Junior Saxophone curriculum NEW for 2023-2024
● Leading Claygate Lights and featuring at the Claygate 

Village & Flower Show locally.
● Music Advisory Body Representation with Surrey Arts.
● Projects with the English National Opera.
● Trips to interactive concerts with the London 

Philhamonia and London Philharmonic Orchestra.
● Our home-grown singing assembly repertoire and young 

composers and songwriters.
● Recent performances at Christmas and Summer.
● Our regular radio programme on Surrey HIlls 

Community Radio.



Priorities for 2024
● Training and developing ArtsAward for pupils at 

Discover and Explore levels.
● Developing a new Music Technology Curriculum.
● Increasing club membership and performance 

opportunities.
● New weekly music certificates to recognise pupils 

who go the extra mile.
● Developing prospect of LAMDA tuition.
● Progressing our Junior Saxophones by offering pupils 

the chance for 1:1 tuition from Year 5.
● School Songwriting Competition February 2024.
● More music trips and opportunities in the year ahead.
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