
Claygate Primary School 

Reception Spring 1 – Knights, Castles and Fairy Tales 

Week/Topic Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 
 

Weekly focus  Traditional Tales Alternative Tales Knights and Dragons Castles and Palaces The Royal Family Kings and Queens 

Celebrations and 
Events 

Pantomime Visit – 9th 
January  

 Phonics live lesson – 
22nd January  

 National Mother 
Tongue Day – 2nd 
February 

Hampton Court Trip 
– 11th February 
 
Kings and Queens 
Afternoon – 13th 
February 

Weekly book Assortment of books 
across the week 

Goldilocks and the 
Three Crocodiles 
 

The Dragon and the 
Nibblesome Knight 
 

The Castle the King 
Built 
 

The King’s Runaway 
Crown 
 

King Charles III 
(Little People, Big 
Dreams) 

PSED 
 
 

 Children to discuss 
the importance of 
being safe online  

Children to discuss 
road safety  
 

Children to discuss 
differences and 
similarities about 
themselves and their 
families 

 Children to learn about 
Ramadan and why it is 
important to Muslims  

Children to discuss 
British values   

Children to learn 
about the Easter 
Story and why it is 
important to 
Christians  

Communication & 
Language 

 

Speaking: children to 
speak in full 
sentences 
 
Understanding: 
children to answer 
different questions 
(who, what, why, 
how, where)  
 
Listening and 
attention: children to 
listen and follow 
adult instructions 
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Physical 
Development 

 
 

Dance: 
How can you create 
a Fairy tale 
character? 

Dance:  
How can you move 
around in a space? 

Dance: 
How can you move in 
time to music? 

Dance: How can you 
move in different ways? 

Dance:  
How can you take it in 
turns to dance? 

Dance: How can you 
follow dance 
moves? 

Literacy 
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story in the correct 
order  
Writing: 

Retelling the story: 
children to retell the 
story in the correct 
order  
Writing: 

Retelling the story: 
children to retell the 
story in the correct 
order  
Writing: 

Retelling the story: 
children to retell the 
story in the correct order  
Writing: 

Retelling the story: 
children to retell the 
story in the correct 
order  
Writing: 

Retelling the story: 
children to retell the 
story in the correct 
order  
Writing: 



Writing sentences 
from the story using 
their phonics 
knowledge  

Writing sentences 
from the story using 
their phonics 
knowledge  

Writing sentences from 
the story using their 
phonics knowledge  
 

Writing sentences from 
the story using their 
phonics knowledge  
 

Writing sentences 
from the story using 
their phonics 
knowledge  
 

Writing sentences 
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Phonics 
 
 

Review phase 3 
phonemes: ai, ee, 
igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, 
oo, ow, oi, ear  
Tricky words: recap 
all tricky words  

Review phase 3 
phonemes: er, air, 
words with double 
letters, longer words  
Tricky words:  
recap all tricky words 

Words with two or more 
digraphs 
 
Tricky words:  
recap all tricky words  

Longer words, words 
ending in –ing, 
compound words  
Tricky words:  
recap all tricky words 

Longer words, words 
with ‘s’ in the middle,  
Words ending in ‘s’ 
Words with ‘es’ at the 
end 
Tricky words:  
recap all tricky words  

Recap all phonemes 
and tricky words  

Maths 
 
 

All about the number: 
11 
 
 
Maths compare 9 
and 10 
 

All about the 
number:13 
 
 
Maths conceptual 
subitising to 10 
 

All about number: 12 
 
 
 
Maths 1 more and 1 
less 
 

All about number: 14 
 
 
 
Maths number bonds to 
10 
 

All about number: 16 
 
 
 
Maths recognise and 
name 3-D shapes  
 

All about number: 15 
 
 
 
Maths patterns  
 

Understanding the 
World 

 
 

Experiments inspired 
by the plot: 
 
Three Little Pigs: 
Test which materials 
can withstand a fan. 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk: Grow 
beans, compare 
growth. 
Gingerbread Man: 
What happens when 
gingerbread goes in 
water? 
 

Learn about 
Crocodiles and their 
habitat 
Life cycles of 
crocodiles 

Children to learn myths 
and legends  
 

Children to learn about 
different castles and 
palaces in the UK and 
their historical 
importance. 

Children to learn 
about the modern day 
Royal Family  

Children to learn 
about historical 
Kings and Queens 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

 
 

Children to create a 
fairytale world.  

Children to design and 
create their own fairy 
tale character 

Children to create their 
own make belief dragon 
and knight 

Children to create draw 
and paint different 
palaces 

Children to draw and 
create different kings 
and queens  

Children to paint 
observational 
drawings of 
Hampton Court 

Mini Woodies  
 
 

Identifying Birds 
 

A Birds Diet  
 

Great British Bird Watch 
 

A Birds Habitat  
 

Endangered Birds 
 

Caring For Birds   

 


